




















4 The life of the soil - the bacteria, fungi and earthworms - plays a major role in
nourishing the crop. They break down and recycle organic matter. They modify the
soil pH and bring it towards the “ideal” range of 6.2 to 6.8. They help break down the
minerals in the soil and release tied up phosphorus, potassium, calcium, magnesium and
others. They hold nutrients in chelated form, which plants readily absorb. They feed
nutrients to plants slowly over the growing season; at the rate plants need them.
Some fungi (mycorrhizae) live in plant roots and actually aid roots to absorb additional
water and nutrients - more than they could absorb otherwise. Nitrogen-fixing bacteria
provide additional nitrogen from the air. Many microbes that live on roots protect them
from invading diseases. These are some of the reasons biological farmers emphasize
the life in the soil and do everything possible to help it flourish.

This may be a simple explanation of what happens under the surface but it helps me
to understand why we as good growers should use good soil practices. My move to a
new patch of ground in 2007 gave me quite a challenge. The soil test I did proved to
show very hight levels of some nutrients. The result was poor fruit wall structure
and diseases and insect growth. This was certainly not what I was expecting form a
new patch of ground. I will work this year to balance the soil to compensate for the
problem areas. The answer is find out what kind of soil fertility you have and find
out how to make that soil work best for you.
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GYGO EHAMPION GROWERS FOR FHE
2007 GROWING SEASGN

Only 1 award per grower per category

PUMPKINS

(Top 10) PUMPKINS SQUASH
OUT OF PROVINCE (ToP 5)
DAVE PITURA 1378.5# MEMBERS (TOP 5)

BRANT TIMM 1052.3#

JOE JUTRAS 1689#

ART JOHNSON 1302.5#

DAVE PITURA 1012.5#

DAN McKIE 1631.5#

BRANT TIMM 1211.5#

BoB MACKENZIE 938#

QUINN WERNER 1556#

ERIC SUNDIN 1144#

ELAINE MACKENZIE 893#

THAD STARR 1524#
RUss LANDRY 1134#

STEVE RAZO 1521.5# HARRY WILLEMSE 840#

BRANDON TIMM 1127.5#

ANDRIEN GERVAIS 1123.5#

WATERMELONS

LONG GOURDS

GLENN CHEAM 1119.3 # (ToP 5)

(ToprP 5)
ARNOLD VADER 1091.5# AL EATON 120” TYLER LEONARD 21 1#
ANDREW PAPEZ 1068# JOHN LYONS 118” DARRELL LEONARD 197#

BoB MACKENZIE 153.5#

GLEN CHEAM 115”

TOMATOES
ORIE LAFORGE 139.4#
(ToP 5) CHRIS LYONs 112.5” -
ERIC SUNDIN 136.2#
JOHN LYONS 4.52# PHIL JOYNSON 111.75”
NORM CRAVEN 4.3# Note: Bill Donkers didn’t join
the GVGO until after the PE
FRANK CATAPANO 3.9# TALL CORN Weigh Off. He will be awarded a

(Top 5) special plaque for his new

BoB MACKENZIE 2.91# i
NORM CRAVEN 307 Canadian Record.

CHRIS LYONS 2.77#

RON WRAY 256”

. CABBAGE
JOANNE BORCSOK 221.5 (ToP 5)
TALL SUNFLOWER FRED HAIN 195.5” DENNIS HARTUNG 56.4#
(ToP 5)
JOHN BUTLER 170” JOHN BUTLER 45#

FRED HAIN 250”

JOHN BUTLER 242” DEANNA LLOYD 43.8

Giant Yeyetable Growers LORIE LAFORGE 139.4#

ART JOHNSON 216”

( J’)J",')J’JO ERIC SUNDIN 136.2#

RON WRAY 211”7

NORM CRAVEN 168”
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HALL OF FAME & SPECIAL AWARDS
LIFETIME GVGO
MEMBERSHIP

BRAD WURSTEN

WORLD RECORD SQUASH

AL EATON 1234 #
BILL GREER BILL DONKERS
GEORGE LLOYD CANADIAN RECORD

WATERMELON 235#
JOHN LYONS

PORT ELGIN PUMPKINFEST
DAVE McCCALLUM

THANK YOU AWARD FOR
ALL THEIR HELP WITH THE
GVGO OVER THE PAST 3
YEARS.

Giant !eqehb.le Growers
Oitario

Awards will be presented at the 3rd Annual GVG0
Seminar on April 6th in Thornton Ontario!

Joe Jutras will be attending this year to talk about
“Growing the World Record Pumpkin”

You don’t want to miss this!!

Contact Phil Hunt at 705-887-4835 or email
gvgoesympatico.ca to register and for more information!




3RD ANNUAL GVGO SPRING
SEMINAR

GVGO Spring Seminar Location

[ ]
Thornton Arena Hall--Upstairs Bal‘ 1€
GVGO BBQ & Party
Russ & Shannon Landry’s Home
Saturday afternoon & Evening
Thornton 4
{ INNISFIL BEACH ROAD
EXIT #85
TIM HORTONS
ROBERT ST —
H HWY 400
W
Y
27
HENRY ST.
v ——
A Thornton
V Arena
LanTerra
Russ & Shannons
TORONTO SOUTH 35 MINS

V DIRECTIONS:

#1 EVERGREEN LANE From Hwy 400

Take exit #85 and head west about sk
turn left, south at stop light onto #27
travel past the light, Arena is on the left in
behind the Lions club building.
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GVGO Products

Mail To:
GVGO #___ Hats @ $15 each=

[ \
! |
! |
! |
! |
! |
| 4376 Hwy 35 N !
I Cameron, ON #__ T-Shirts @ $15 each= |
! |
! |
! |
! |
! |
! |
! |
! |

Canada
KOM 1GO Size of T-shirt L XL XXL XXXL (circle one)

Gisni Yezziable Gromers
Divtario

Total $
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THE FINaL WORD

MARCH 8TH & 9TH
NIAGARA FALLS
ONTARIO

MEET WORLD EDUCATION! FUN!

RECORD HOLDERS A chance to learn from some A chance to meet new friends
A chance fo talk to great speakers--visit & to re-connect with old ones!
growers at the fop www.pumpkinfest.org for the

of their game! agenda
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CONTACT PORT ELGIN PUMPKINFEST
HEADQUARTERS TO REGISTER
1-800-387-3456
OR VISIT WWW.PUMPKINFEST.ORG FOR MORE INFO

YOU DON’T WANT TO MISS
NIAGARA 2008!




