Giant Yawebabls Growers

Ontarlo

wmgs ith_the_growers, audience and the
media.”1 think tri lark r of the success of
our contest was the new personal bests set by
some of our veteran growers. | doubt that this
was an accident on their parts. Thekaot will
2016 was one for the pe going up another $500 in 2017 with a
record books. The possible $6000 to be won by any Canadian
giant vegetable com D+ Dh YSYoSN® ! faz2zx R2yQi
munity managed to ¢ { SG | ySg LISNBEwEYdAnthiso S&d C
beat the world record year. $800 is on the table to any Ontario grower
for pumgkin (Mathas  that improved their own pesonal best by the
Willemijns of Belgium most pounds and can prove it. If you feel you
with an amazing 2624.6 |b monster), squashmight have a shot at this prize then send us an
(Scott Holub of Eugenedregon with a true Sy | A f FT2NJ 82dzNJ aKz2d |4 OK
green 1849.5 Ibs. specimen) and closer to homechasing growers around to find this data so the
Todd Klinebroke the Canadian recordwith a onus is on the growers to come forward with
1877 Iter at the Port Elgin Pumpkinfest amdir  the had numbers.
own Ryan Hoelke managed to set a new
Ontario recordwith a 1803 Ib pumpkin at the GVvGO seminar
Woodbridge Fair weigbff. Did you hear we The GVGO spring seminar was to be held in Erin
had record heat and drought conditions? Over this spring but there was issues with the hall
all I think we had fewer pumpkins at the weigh rentals for the venue. We have to make
offs but the ones that were brought were | £ § SNy GAGS FNNIy3IsSySyida
some beauties. amongst the executive as to where they would
" P ikk 2 4SS Al KStRo® LQft 068
over these next few weeks as to getting some
site volunteers. Right now the fall back location
gAff 2y0S I3IFLAY 06S Ay {2fA
prefer a more western site to balance out the
drive times for the merbership. There was also
some talk about making the seminar more
interesting for membership and just doing
awards, product distribution, club business and
then a forum of growers asking questions with

One Ton Challenge
After talking with growers and weighff site

officials | can state that thea hy S C2Y¥KAN] INPSSNED® LOY &dNB Y2
[ KE Tt %ashgeeat success. Although no figure out what Mr. Kline and Mr. Hoelke are

one managed to get to that 2000 Ib mark in R2Ay3 Ay GKSANI LI GOKSA GKE
Canada,we created some buzz around the
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http://www.gvgo.ca/

Dt/ a. A3 {K2gE you can send in a cheque to Jane Hunt through

l'a @2dz YIe KIF@S KSI NR 3hein&ilSJudd aip to the wisa If ol getaybur & A f f

be held on March 119 at the Marriott renewal in early, you tend to get more and

Gateway hotel (The old Fallsview) ihNiagara  better seeds in your seed package. We try to

Ontario. This will be the firdime the GPC will even seed counts out and the quality of the

be back in Canada since the break with the Posseeds but as a rule we seldom get enough seeds

Elgin committee. This will be a GPC event onlyso that every grower gets that particular ske

Make sure you make reservations soon as | haveéstragglers tend to get thinner seed packets.

a feeling this may very well be the most ¢ KI 1 Qa 2dzad | ydzyoSN&E (K.
attended event ever for the GPC. There will avoided.

probably be more Ontario growers there than

SOSNJ I GGSYRSR 0ST2NB® SdedAudtiont £t g &a | ANBIG oNBI |
from the winter blahs and helps get your As you know, the GVGO has run a seed auction
pumpkin juices flowing! Hope to see you all each year on BP.com to raise funds. This project

there. has become harder and harder each year due to
competition from other clubs doing the same
Seed packages thing. We discussed this at length during our

{SSR& IINB y2g¢ o0SAy3a | I|GOSGO Sehinaf endNit waSIEft{up id the aMD &
GVGO seed pack for 2017 distributiofbohn  as to whether we were going to continue to run
Nieuwenhoff will be putting together the seed an auction. After a summer of thinking it over
package. As with last year we will accept allChris Lyons has decided to continue this
seeds from pumpkins over 900 Ibs. and anytradition for at least one more year. Thanks go
other seeds from giant vegetables. John wouldout to Chris (with some help from Phil Hunt) for

also prefer prenrapped seeds that are labelled. running this sometimes trying endeavour. Chris

For growers that dsend in wrapped seeds you and Phil are now on the hunt for some primo
get a bonus offer. John will send you a list of theseeds for our auction rostePlease take the

seeds that he received and you can choose 1Gime and go through wur seed collection and
dSSRa (GKI (G @2dz2QQR f A | Sonateza seed 6 twh yor tBe?2 GIGD frtlS R
LI O1F3Sd {SYR Ay &2 dzNJraishaRart.2(S2ONBP £ 221 Ay 3 F2N a$.

John Nieuwenhoff been proven to produce big fruits that other
37 Stewarttown Rd. growers would be willing to buy.
Georgetown, Ontario
L7G 4S5 Kirk Chenier

Finally we have heard some sad news just this
Memberships last week. FormeGVGO president Kirk Chenier

The GVGO is now accepting 2017 membershifhas suffered a stroke after knee replacement
renewals and new members. The cost of joiningsurgery. At the time of writing this, Kirk has

the club is the same as usual $30 Canadian fomade a bit of a rally and hopefully all the news

single membership and $40 for family we hear next will be positive news. Kirk is still a
membership. This fee is the same for Ontarioyoungish guy and in over all pretgood shape

members and out of province mémrsaswell. 42 L QY ada2NBE KS OFy o6SFG
Be sure to get your membership in soon to cancer. All our hopes and prayers go out to Kirk
guarantee a club seed package as well as otheand his family.

benefits. The easiest way of signing up is

through the club website using PayPal howeverPhil Joynson
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S\ /= N We appreciate your continued support over the
G\\/ GI O N e\/'u":; many years & look forward to you joining s
another great season in 2017. Enjoy the-off
seasn.

20177 GAGEDNVeerh Bestspsps

Cheers,

. ) Jane Hunt
It's thattime of year to sigrup or renew your

2017 GVGO membership.
GVGO Seed Packss
Memberships arestill only $30 per year for

single member & $40 for a family membership ¢5 that time of year again. I've offered to take

Giant Vegetable Growers of Ontario (GVGO)OVer theGVGO membership seed packs this

memberships run from January 1sDecember year and | really hope to make it one of the best

31st each year. ones yet. We had a lot of great pumpkins and
other giants grown by G&0 members this year

Pay byMarch 31st/2017 to ensure you get your and | hope to be able to include most of them in

GVGO seed packag&’ou will reeive over 15  the membership packs. We are redfyneed of

packages of seeds from giant pumpkins & manygianis other than pumpkins as well, so if you
other giant varieties, worth well over $100,

along with3 issues(Nov, Feb & July) of one of
the spori@ best newslettersYou also get:

grew Tomatoes, Long Gourds, Field Pumpkins,
Squash, Watermelonor any other giant veg
pleasesend those in too. Once your seeds are

V Freeadmission to the 2017 GVGO dried and ready to go, please send them to
seminar & meetings
VvV Grower spplies at discount prices John Nieuwenhoff

distributed atyearly GVGO seminar

V 10% discount on soil analysis from A&L 37 Stewarttown Road
0 q
Canada Labs in London, Ontario. Georgetown, Ontario, CARDA

Vo 2F GKS ¢2NI RQa Y L/GA4SS
competitive growing newsletters.
V  Freeadmission to the GVGO patch tours | would really appreciate if the seeds could be

V' Full Voting Priéiges, with eligibility to - individually labelled and packagedut if you
hold office (Ontario members only) hawe great seeds and not enough time to

To pay your 2017 GVGO dues, you Car{;aﬁ(kage;them y_ﬁursellifeel f;ee to se]r:d them |rf1
usePayPal etransfer or bymail with a °ulk and we will package them up for you. |

check/money order. sending in bulk, clearly label the bag with what
you would like on the label and how many seeds
ForPayPause: gvgogrowers@gmail.com you are sending. If you arers#ing in seeds and

for ETransfer use: gvgogrowers@gmail.com  have anyspecial requestsor types of seeds you

would love to receive in your pack please
include thatas well. This is a great way to get
your seeds distributed around the globe and

Or by mail to:
Giant Vegetable Growers of Ontario (GVGO)
c/o Jane Hunt, Treasurer

4376HwWy35N this one of the biggest reasons growers join our
CameronQOntario club. So le® all help out to make this one of the
Canada greatest seed packs out there. Any questions?
KOM 1GO My email ispumpkin1088@outlook.com
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Congratulations to all who feel they deserve it
after a year of blood, sweat and tears in the
patch. Personally I try to keep it restricted to the
first two.

For once it paid off that I live on the other side
of the ocean as it medrl could interview new
world record holder Mathias Willemijns in his
native language. What you get is a translation.

The downside of living over here is | miss out or Congratulations to the Veitch family
on their new Canadian cucumber
record @ 12.23 Ibs.

the Canadian weigbffs, making it a bit more
difficult to get pictures and informatiofor the
newsletter. Feel free to send me pictures,
articles, or whatever you wish for me to include
in the newsletter. You can contact me by email
through: giantveg@hotmail.com

In the Springissue we hope thiave an interview
with Ryan Hoelke, who had an amazing year, sc
stay tuned.

Wishing you all the best in your preparations for
next year.
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PUMPKIN

1,400.5(Jarvis, Joel

1,257.5(Barber, Frank

1,251.5(Kline, Todd

1,204.0(MacKenzie, Bob

1,120.0(Langridge, Dan

1,096.5(Warner, Jeff

1,095.0(Kyle, Norm

1,050.0C Veitch, Nathan

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

1,049.5(Bryson, Jim & Kelsey

10

999.0C Nieuwenhoff, John

11

926.0C Yeates, Chris

920.0C Yeates, Chris

909.5C Timm, Brant

861.0CLangridge, Shannon

838.0(Montgomery, Greg

768.5C Yeates, Chris

747.5CNieuwenhoff, Richard

666.0C Langridge, Sarah

519.5CLocke, David

473.5CVincentMcGill

467.0(Blanchard, Stephen

434.5C Sprathoff, Fred

202.0C Veitch, Brad

SQUASH

1 959.0CKline, Todd

951.5(CJarvis, Joel

837.0CKyle, Norm

225.0CLangridge, Shannon

a bl N

176.5CMontgomery, Greg

LON

G GOURD

128.5CVeitch, Nathan

118.12 Nieuwenhoff, John

111.75Jarvis, Joel

107.0CKline, Todd

a/ b wWIN =

81.00Kyle, Norm

TOMATO

1 6.10 Sproule, Harley

2 5.70 Timm, Brant & Brandon
3 5.58 Nieuwenhoff, John
EXF 4.98 Sproule, Harley

4 4.50MacKenzie, Bob
EXF 4.08 Sproule, Harley

5 4.00 Veitch, Nathan
3.22Kline, Todd
2.87Montgomery, Greg
2.26 Blanchard, Stephen
EXF 2.08Blanchard, Stephen

WATERMELON
|1 80.5CKline, Todd

FIELD PUMPKIN

1 122.5CVeitch, Nathan

2 91.00 Montgomery, Greg
EXF 88.10Veitch, Nathan
78.00Kline, Tod
77.50Nieuwenhoff, John
77.00 MacKenzie, Bob
60.51 Langridge, Dan

PUMPKIN

1 1,407.0(Kline, Todd
1,293.0(Cheam, Glenn
1,257.5(Timm, Brant & Brandon
1,143.0(Hoelke,Ryan
1,117.0(MclLaughlin, Ashley
EXH 1,046.5(CheamGlenn

EXH 957.0¢Timm, Brant & Brandon
6| 810.0CReid, James

ol bMlwW
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SQUASH
1/ 1,082.5(Kline, Todd
2 109.5CReid, Jim

WATERMELON
1 95.50Kline, Todd




LONG GOURD
1 134.3g&Eaton, Alan
2| 134.0CKline, Todd
3| 129.81Eaton, Sharon

TOMATO

1 5.16 Kline, Todd
2 5.08 Timm, Brant & Brandon
3 4.98Harley, Sproule

EXH 4.92/Harley, Sproule

EXH 3.43Timm, Brant & Brandon
4 3.20Reid, James

EXH 2.99 Timm, Brant & Brandon

FIELD PUMPKIN
1 58.00Reid, James
2 55.00 Hugli, Will
3 35.50 Hugli, Heidi

SlavexRiveer Valleyy

PUMPKIN
1 1,207.00(Cronk Don
2| 1,134.0(Johnson, Ben
3| 1,109.0CSpivak, Tim
EXH 973.0¢Cronk, Don
EXH 954.0CSpivak, Adrienne
4, 806.0CForresta, Vincent
5 740.0CMclean, Brad
EXH 716.0¢Johnson, Ben
664.0CForresta, Kayler
624.0CHill,Ron
447.0CMclean, Cliff
EXE 404.0CForresta, Cayson
9| 274.0CKlages, Gary
EXH 178.0CKlages, Gary

SQUASH
1/ 761.0CJohnson, Ben

TOMATO
1 1.93Johnson, Ben
2 1.60 Forresta, Vincent

Wallewebbigg

PUMPKIN
1 1,512.4(Butler, John
2| 1,450.7(Hain,Fred

3| 1,207.3(Thompson, Travis

4/ 1,057.5(Balkwill, Craig

5| 1,045.6(Bourne, Lonnie

6/ 970.3CJohnston, Art

7|  693.0CFarrell, Tom

8| 649.2CPowell, Jessie

LONG GOURD
1| 121.5(Butler, John
2| 108.7tDeMars, Mike
3| 103.0CJohnston, Art
EXE 101.8¢DeMars, Mike
4 98.0CHain, Fred
5 93.25Balkwill, Craig
6 85.75Bechard, Bill

TOMATO

1 3.80Butler, John

2 3.76 DeMars, Mike

3 3.40Hain, Fred
EXF 2.95DeMars, Mike
2.95Bechard, Bill
2.77Johnston, Art
1.27 Leveille, Stella
1.12 Leveile, Laylah

N o oA
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Belluz Farms weigbff in Slate River Valley.
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TOMATO
1 4.38/Court, Douglas A.
2 4.37Kline, Todd
3 4.15|Veitch, Nathan&Jennifer
4 4.12 Court, Louise
EXF 3.75Veitch, Nathan&Jennifer
3.66Lyons, Chris
2.91Hain, Fred
2.83Butler, John
WATERMELON
1| 199.5CMitchell, Marvin
2 96.52Kline, Todd
3 86.42 Court, Douglas A.
4 74.75Court, Louise
5 40.42 Jarvis, Joel

FIELD PUMPKIN

=

102.0C

Veitch, Nathar& Jennifer

75.83

Court, Douglas A.

73.64

Klire, Todd

70.23

Butler, John

68.90

Court, Louise

65.4C

McCallum, Dave

64.00

Twelves, Lexi

N O O DWIN

62.69

Twelves, John

PUMPKIN

PUMPKIN
1 1,877.0(Kline, Todd
2| 1,626.00Jarvis, Joel
3| 1,567.5(Lyons, Chris
4, 1,536.5(Tessier, David
5| 1,351.5( Dettweier, Paul
6| 1,342.00Warner, Jeff
7| 1,301.0C(Wray, Ron&Aaron
8/ 1,152.5(Hain, Fred
9| 1,127.0CButler, John
10| 1,010.5CWalker, James
11 996.5C¢Hartwick, Milford C.
12| 991.5CFisher, Doug
13 981.0(Boutet, Lionel
14/ 976.0CPhilpott, Ken
15 910.0¢Bromse, Christina
16| 740.5CMcCallum, David
17| 730.0CAasman, Mike
EXH 724.5CVeitch, Nathan & Jennifer
18 658.5CDe Jager, Tony
19| 604.5CHicks, Ryan
EXH 217.0¢Twelves, John
20 206.0CTwelves, Lexi
SQUASH
1|/ 1,117.5(Kline, Todd
2| 883.5CButler,John
3/ 762.0CBoutet, Lionel
4, 686.5CCourt, Douglas
5| 675.0CJarvis, Joel
6| 563.5CPoliteski, Ingrid
LONG GOURD
140.5CKline, Todd
119.5CLyons, Chris
117.5C¢Court, Douglas A.

112.25

Mitchell, Marvin

111.5C

Jarvis, Joel

110.5C

Veitch, Nathan&Jennifer

106.5C

Butler, John

O N O g dhIWINIPFP

95.50

Court, Louise

=

1,548.5(

MacKenzie, Bob

1,052.0(

Court, Doug

1,021.5C

Dettweiler, Paul

990.5C

Fisher, Doug

975.5C

Court, Louise

949.5(C

Clease, Brian

914.5C

Ashton, Courtney

813.0C

Fisher, Cathy

O O Noo ol wWwiN

775.0C

Ashton, Braeden

10

747.0C

McCallum, Dave

11

725.0C

Walker, Elizabeth & Rebecc:




12| 614.5CShipp, Kelton
13| 588.0CFalconer, Trent
14| 507.0CDouwglas, Tony
15/ 454.00Twelves, Lexi
16| 409.0CShipp, Kelton
17, 369.0CLayton, Karen
18| 308.0CLayton, Denim
19 268.0(Dalgliesh, Barb

10

1.14Twelves, Lexi

WATERMELON

180.5C Mitchell, Marvin
160.5C Thompson, Travis
156.0C Thrower, Laura

72.42/Court, Louise

2
3
4, 123.5(Court, Doug
5
6

20 259.00 Twelves, John 46.0CAshton, Tamri
SQUASH FIELD PUMPKIN
869.0C Nieuwenhoff, Richard 1) 110.00Twelves, Lexi
2 844.00Court, Doug 2 90.5C Clease, Brian
3| 742.00MacKenzie, Bob 3| _78.71MacKenzie, Bob
4/ 64300/McCallum, Dave EXF 78.6S Cleave, Brian
5 547.5CAshton, Courtney 4 76.5€6Court, Doug
6 440.0CTwelves, Lexi 5|  76.50Court, Louise
7 336.0CLayton, Denim 6 74.80 Ashton, Courtney
8/ 239.5CAshton, Tamri 7| 69.00Twelves, John
8 66.6C Ashton, Tamri
LONG GOURD 9 6540 McCallum, Dave
123.5CCourt, Doug 10 62.17 Shipp, Kaleb
2| 123.0C¢Mitchell, Marvin 11 60.9C0 Ashton, Braeden
3/ 117.0CMarshall, MJ 12 36.0CMcCallum, Dave
4| 114.25Hartung, Dennis
5/ 114.0CAshton, Courtney wulliggmn
6/ 100.75Ashton, Braeden
7 98.75Ashton, Tamri PUMPKIN
8 80.75Clease, Brian 1| 1,800.5(Hoelke, Ryan
9 74.50Court, Louise 2| 1,499.0(Timm, Brant & Brandon
10 46.25Twelves, Lexi 3| 1,111.5C(Kyle, Norm
11 44.50 Twelves, John 4, 1,098.5(Lyons, Chris
5/ 1,080.5(McLaughlin, Ashley
TOMATO 6/ 1,034.5(Reid, James
3.62Court, Doug 7| 902.0CLangridge, Shannon
2| 3.57Ashton, Courtney 8/ 854.0CVincent, Mcgil
3| 3.56Ashton, Braeden 9/ 853.00Marshall, Jean
4 3.50 Ashton, Tamri 10 830.5CLangridge, Sarah
5  3.44Court, buise 11 802.0CClement, Dan
6 3.25MacKenzie, Bob 12 771.0CLangridge, Annette
’ 3.13Marshall, MJ 13 752.5CLangridge, Dan
8 2.87Hartung, Dennis EXH 737.0CLangridge, Dan
9 2.28 McCallum, Dave 14  675.5C0Ho, Tan
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56.50 Langridge, Annette
10 53.0CLangridge, Dan
11 52.0CLangridge, Sarah

1800.5 Hoelke PUMPKIN
1/ 1,218.0CNieuwenhoff, Richard
SQUASH
. : — 2| 1,215.0(Dettweiler, James
' 1] 1,079.5(Kline, Todd :
3| 1,165.0(Dettweiler, Paul
LONG GOURD 4, 940.0CMcquay, Dave
1 104.25Marshall, Jean 5/ 916.0CCleaview, Acres
2 99.00Doug, Court 6| 904.0CNieuwenhoff, John
3 91.33Kyle, Norm 7| 846.0CMcClure, Roy
4 82.00 Hoelke, Joanne 8| 728.0CBeirnes, Kevin
9 626.0CJammer, Mike
TOMATO 10  608.0CNieuwenhoff, Larissa
1 3.72Timm, Brant and Brandon 11 591.0CLeslie, Ken
EXF 3.62Timm, Brant and Brandon 12/ 566.0(Wheildon, Conrad
2 3.26 Court, Doug 13 483.0CFamily, Sarmazian
3 3.21Marshal, Jean 14, 466.0CFamily, Hayden
4 3.10Joynson, Phil 15  437.0(Robertson, Susan
5 3.08 Court, Louise 16| 382.0CMarshall, Curtis
6 2.94Lyons, Chris 17, 362.0CMcQuay, Kaden
7 2.83Kline, Todd 18 326.0CAyers, George
8 2.75Reid, James 19, 295.0CChapman, Chuck
9 2.34Kyle, Norm
10 2.18Fox, Mark SQUASH
1 513.0(Cleaview, Acres
WATERMELON 2| 392.0CJammer, Mike
1/ 139.5CCourt, Doug
DMG 155.5CMarshall, Jean LONG GOURD

1| 117.0(Hartung, Dennis

FIELD PUMPKIN 2/ 107.5CCleaview, Acres

1 108.0CLyons, Chris 3| 101.7&Nieuwenhoff, John
4

2/ 9250Kline, Todd 75.50 McClure, Roy

3 87.00Reid, James

4 71.00 Marshall, Jean TOMATO

5 70.00 Langridge, Shannon 1 3.30Nieuwenhoff, John
6 67.50Court, Doug 2 1.78 Wheildon, Conrad
7 60.00 Fox, Mark 3 1.55Wheildon, Arlene
8 57.50Ho, Tan




FIELD PUMPKIN 3| 786.0CMcCallum, Dave

1 104.0CCleaview, Acres 4/  580.0CNieuwenhoff, John
2 87.00Mcquay, Dave 5/ 545.0CButler, John
EXH 84.00 Cleaview, Acres
3 82.00 McQuay, Aaralyn LONG GOURD
3 82.00McClure, Roy 1| 127.5CLyons, Chris
EXH 81.00 Cleaview, Acres 2| 108.44Johnston, Art
EXFH 81.00 Cleaview, Acres 2| 108.44Butler, John
5 76.00 Nieuwenhoff, John 4 98.0C Nieuwenhoff, John
EXFH 68.00 Cleaview, Acres 5 78.5C Cleaview Acres
6 55.00 Marshall, Curtis
7/ 54.00Ayers, George TOMATO
1 4.02Hunt, Jane & Phil
3 3.45Nieuwenhoff,John
PUMPKIN 4 2.84Butler, John
1/ 1,803.0CHoelke, Ryan 5 2.71Kline, Todd
2| 1,722.0CKline, Todd 6/ 2.67Johnston, Art
3| 1,586.00Lyons, Chris 7 1.49 Schweigert, Paul
4/ 1,539.0CJohnston, Art DMG  4.47Sproule, Harley
5| 1,419.0(Bryson, Jim & Kelsey DMG 4.12 Catapano, Frank
6/ 1,378.0C Tessier, David DMG ~ 3.95Kyle, Norm
7| 1,337.0(Butler, John
8| 957.0CJarvis, Joel WATERMELON
9 95100 Kyle, Norm 1 75.0CKline, Todd
10| 826.0CMcCallum, Dave
11y 780.0CVincent, McGill FIELD PUMPKIN
- — 1 92.0C Cleaview Acres
12  666.0CJarvis, Kristine
2 88.0C Johnston Art
13| 241.0CMavrou, Theodore

EXF 83.0C Cleaview Acres, Bryan
78.0C Montgomery, Greg
78.0CMcCallum, Dave
68.0C/Lyons, Chris

54.0C Schweigert, Paul

EXH 131.0CDimario, Eric

O 01w W

The Royal Fair results and other
Canadian results will be published in
the Spring issue of the newsletter.

o

180 Hoelk

SQUASH Sneak preiew of the Royal:
1 1,013.0CMontgomery, Greg Norm Craven won th&rand Champion
2| 846.0CSchweigert, Paul Giant Vegetable Exhibitor Award

10



is important to use saalled winter carrots with
broad shailders and a long growing season. It is
best to use Dutch varieties such as Flakkee or
Berlicumer. The Dutch were the ones who
cultivated the traditional white and yellow wild
varieties into the orange ones we know today.

_ There are basically two ways torogv giant
Qarrots are the easiest and cheapegpe of  carrots: the single root way and the multiple
giant vegetable to grow, and one of the hardest ¢ way. Either way, sowing starts in late
t? grow a world record Y‘”th- Carrotsake up _ winter. This can be done out in the garden with
litle space, the seed is cheap and readilygnough protection or inside at room
avgllable, they C_IO not require artificial heat, temperature with sufficient lighting. The clue is
thrive on fresh air and can be grown outdoors. {4 start a whole bunctof seeds and pick out the
Yet the old carrot record took 16 years t0 be gtrongest ones. Start them out in a 4ich tall
broken. In 1998, John Evans grew a carrotyo; or raised bed. The ideal growing mixture is

weighing 19Ibs. The cerd held.till.2014 when  1/3 sand, 1/3 soil and 1/3 peat. The soil must be
Peter Glazebrook grew one weighing one poundgeeply cultivated and contain a high content of

more. humus or organic material, with gH of around

6.57.0. The benefit of a raised bed is that the
soil does not compact as easily and there is less
chance of rotting, which giant carrots do quite
easily.

It is best to sow seeds every few weeks from
January to March as an insurance pofigybad
weather, etc. That being said, the longer they
grow, the better. It is a good idea to grow about
6 seeds for each growing position. The growing
positions should be about 2 feet away from
each other in each direction.

John Evans

SEEDS AND SOIL
There are many types of carrots, even manyPeter Glazebrook
different colours. For heavy carrot purposes, it

11



THE SIN@&.ROOT WAY inch from the main root. You then make a deep

dngle root carrots look muchbetter and can hole in the ground with a canend carefully

still get extremely heavy. There is less chaote transplant your mutilated carrot into it. Water it
NREOGGAY3IZ GK2dzAK GKSe geitly dvéry diyuptiCitie cafrdt pléht hasFully VY dzO K
water. Some growers start them off in 6 inch recovered.

tubes inside and then transplant them later into o~ *. " L -
the find position, without disturbing the roots.

The benefit here is the longer growing season \:m“ s
without a check made when transplanting. v i
6‘: o

lan Neale

FEEDING

52y Qi 3IAGS GKS LIXIyd SEGNI
Bernhard Lavery and his single root record well-established itself. In the summer you can

give it a balaced feed (say 220-20) once a
THE MULTIPLE ROOT WAY week in the evening. Never let your soil dry out

The clue here is to transplant the carrot while Or get too wet. This will cause splitting and

cutting offthe tip. This will cause the main root Ultimately rotting. If necessary protect it from

to stop growing and trigger the hair roots to rain.

thicken up. You get a tangled up mess with a bit

bigger chance of rot developing amongst the HARVESTING

roots, but many growers have been very Be careful when taking these things out of the

successful with this method. ground. Youdg Qd gt yd G2 ONBI1 Yy
roots. It is best to take away the soil near the

The mettod is quite simple. You dig up your carrot with your fingers. You can carefully hose

seedlings when they are about@inches tall. the carrot off with lukewarm water while

You carefully shake the soil off and select theholding it by the foliage. Submerging it into

strongest looking plant and cut off the bottom water can cause it to split.
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The carots should be clean and in sound
condition (that is no wet rotten parts). The
foliage must be cut off as close to the shoulder
as possible.

A few years ago mycorrhizal fungi entered the
big pumpkin scene. Some growers thought they
were now implementing cutting edge science.
Some of usjess trendy growers, sat back and
smiled and that for two reasons. First of all,
mycorrhizal fung is already a natural

i s occurrence in most soils and secondly, its use in
i i . horticulture goes way back. To the nineteenth
Shy aboO/f2eQa OF NNBG H ncPa"nfury to beprecise Our flashback tes us
back to 1960 when pretty much everything you
need to know about mycorrhizal fungi was
already known.

DISEASES
Carrot root fly is the deadliest enemy of the
carrot. The fly lays its eggsoabside the root,

and these eventually hatch into white maggots Ever since the mycorrhizal association was first
which bore into the carrot and cause rotting defined and named by A.B. Frank (1885), the
along its whole length. Carrot flies generally fly first interest aroused by this symbiotic
no higher than a few inches, so raised beds wil gssociation btween fungi and the roots of

help. There is also special carrot fly netting higher plants has been maintained.
available and otherwise apply insecticide

powder or granules to the whole growing area, Although detailed discussion of mycorrhizal
a week after the seeds have been sown and ad(fungi might appear somewhat irrelevant the

on whenever needed. study of rootdisease fungi, yet those interested
in the general biology and evolution of reot
infeding fungi can ill afford to neglect the
symbiotic fungi. The difference between root
disease fungi and mycorrhizal fungi is thus one
of degree rather than of kind; the most essential
difference lies in the destructive disorganization
of host tissues by th pathogens, with its
inevitable sequel of secondary invasion by weak
parasites and saprophytes. The mycorrhizal
fungi are not a homogeneous group with
respect to host/parasite relationships, but in the
ectotrophic mycorrhizal fungi there is evidence
for the view that the fungi are dependent on the
host plants for essential carbon supplies, and
are thus indubitably parasites. Nevertheless, the
unguestionable benefits, at least on certain
soils, suggest that mycorrhizal rootlets are more
efficient in absorgbn of nitrogen and mineral

Carrots affected by carrot fly

Slugs, snails and woodlice can also be
problem. While woodlice Ke seedlings, slugs

and snails will even take bites out of the carrot
itself.
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salts than are uninfected rootlets with an Another problem is that no soil starts out with a
equipment of root hairs. This implies that the 0% reading, meaninghat the amount of
balance of nutritional exchange between host fertilizer needed cannot be known without a soil

and parasite benefits both equally. Such ateSt' .It IS bes@ 1o get a 'Tea_d'”g J.USt before
. planting as (winter) precipitation will cause a
symbiosis could not

be attained  without decrease in the elements, meaning you will be
reductionof destructive disorganization of host 5qging too little in the spring if you base your
tissues to the absolute minimum. Moreover, fertilizer on a fall tesfunless you grow indoors)
mycorrhizal rootlets seem to remain longer

functional, and are less subject to certain typesAnother problem with manure (which is also a
of pathogenic infection, than uninfected © SY STAUvLZ A& UKbU Al

. " contents in the first year. Generally speaking
LS I Il |§.thus asy gl manure emits 5675% of its goodies in the first
defence as well as for nutrition.

year and the est in the next one or two years,
depending on the type. Root crops like second
Excerpts from:Biology of Roetnfecting Fungi hand manure (already in the soil for at least one
by S.D. Garrett (1960). year), but crops like pumpkins are fine with
fresh manure, preferably spread in the fall. Old
manure will have a totally diffent composition
than fresh manure.

Scientific Report

Gomposition organic fresh manure (in %)

Manure

Manure OM | N P K | MgO | CaO

M f in th tdflost of Cow 20 |[05/03|05|01 |04
any or us use manure In the patdmost of us Horse 25 051030502 0.2

probably simply add what we fegl is right,,whic'r Sheep 32 108|l04]07/02. |03
could be good tf 3% o0dzl Y 2U Yok d BN {7e 85 15PES (30
seen the two extremes at our community pjg 16 07/09/09/02 |09
garden and neither are particularly successful-mushroom | 20 | 06| 05| 051 0.3 | 2.5
Too much and the plants burn or produce tod pried Cow |50 |[20[14]14]07 |40
much foliage. Too little and the growth gets

stunted. Requirements in kg/100m2
Itis best to get a soil test and hatreem tell you | Plant N |P |K | MgO
what to add. But even then, if you use manure], Pumpkin 1311211005

Al R2SayQid 02YS sAlGK [OMNOL vz £ |i§-8¢2%02123530% 2 gy
much to add in order to reach the levels stated -ong gourd 15 [07]20]05
on the lab test.

Requirements in Ibs/1000ft2

The problem with manure is that the Plant N [P [K |MgO
composition varies per farmer and even pe Pumpkin 31 282412
sea®n. The type of bedding, amount of Tonato 43 | 24159 |12
moisture and urine, the age, etc. make it quite | ong gourd 36 117147 |12

difficult to produce an average composition of
the elements. Different sources give quite \yeight manure
different numbers. These all affect the weight of

manure as well. Below are averagewhich | Manure kg/m3 Ibs/cubic yard
could vary significantly from what you might| Cow 800 1350
have. Especially pig manure is all over thgHorse 740 1250
charts, depending on the amount of slop, slurry Chicken 550 930
or whatever else you want to call it. Mushroom | 300 500

Dried Cow 850 1425
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* sheep and pig manure vary too much to get an

Sharad (e arar
accurate estimate Featl.J' C-}Ci Lrowel
Calcuating manure requirements. Maittiass/\ldhaiingns

Example: My name is Mathias Willemijns. | am 24 years
old and have been growing giant pumpkins for

Metric . .
eight years. Since two years, my brother Bruno

If a pumpkin plant needs 1.3kg of Nitrogen per )
100m2 and cow manure only has 0.5% Nitrogennas been helping me.
per kilo (ie. 0.005kg), than you need
1.3kg/0.005kg = 260kg of cow manure per
100nt.

Adding 260kg of cow manure wiélso provide
0.78kg of P (260x0.003), which is too little f &
(1.2kg needed) meaning you have to add extra
P.

Mathias (left) and Bruno (right) with 3 of their 4

1.3kg of K (260x0.005), which is a bit too much, pumpkins over 2000 Ibs.
but nothing to worry about.

The 260kg of cow manure will also provide

| work as a greenhouse technician at the
The same amount of cow manurill also  provincial test centre for vegetable growing in
provide 0.26kg of MgO, which means you will E5st Flanders, Belgium. | am responsible for the

also have to add Magnesium. climate control, plant protection and judging

260kg of cow manure is equal to 260/800 _the tests our vegetables undergo. So my job

0.325mT. feelslike a very big hobby!

Imperial 1. Can you describe your garden? How large is
If a pumpkin plant needs 3.1 Ibs of Nitrogen per your greenhouse and how much space do you
1000ft2 and cow manure only has 0.5% j4ye per plant?

Nitrogen per Ib (ie. @05Ibs), than you need
3.1lbs/0.005lbs = 620lbs of cow manure per
1000ft.

Adding 620lbs of cow manure will also provide
1.91bs of P (620x0.003), which is too little (2.8Ibs
needed) meaning you have to add extra P.

The 260kg of cow manure will also prbei
3.1Ibs of K (620x0.005), which is a bit too much
but nothing to worry about. -

The same amount of cow manure will also
provide 0.62Ibs of MgO, which means you will
also have to add Magnesium.

620lbs of cow manure is equal to 620/1350 =
0.46 cubic yars.
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